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P atti (Cooper) Johnson Rogers passed on December 28, 2020, leaving behind a

flood of memories that will be cherished by her wonderful children forever.
Patti was born to Jim and Maude Cooper on December 16, 1927 in Lansing,

Michigan, where Jim and Maude were touring with a traveling “tent” show. So, she

was literally “born in a trunk”! Her father, Jim, was a talented character actor who had
his own theater in Portsmouth, Ohio, though he was best remembered as the calm

and reassuring voice of “Genial Jim Cooper” on WBNS radio as the newscaster four
times a day for 12 years, mostly during WW2 war years. His voice was heard

throughout Ohio, giving his audience a sense that “everything’s going to be alright”.

Maudie, as she was fondly known, was multi-talented: leaving school in 8th grade,
she went into vaudeville, as a singer, piano player and actress, which is how they met.

Jim and Maudie passed their talent to their daughter, who from an early age loved
being in front of an audience. She was known in Columbus for her beautiful singing

voice, both in pop music and opera. She sang with several dance band during her

college years, was staff vocalist at WBNS, performed on Sunday morning’s “Voice of
the Church” and on WOSU’s “Farm and Home Hour” among other appearances at

the college station while a student. Patti made her concert debut with the (then)
Columbus Philharmonic Orchestra. She also appeared with the Miami Opera Guild

while living in Miami. Patti spent four years at The Ohio State University but
married one semester before graduating. At age 40, she returned to college at

University of South Florida and graduated with honors and became a high-school

English teacher.
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TH Tina Henney posted:

I'm so saddened by the passing of your incredible mother, grandmother and great grandmother.

What an incredibly rich life she lived! She certainly took life on with great enthusiasm and a curiosity

for adventure. I knew her as an elegant, well spoken woman who's sense of life was that it was to be

lived to the fullest. Sending my sincere condolences for your loss of such a beautiful soul. Heaven

has certainly gained a fun Angel! Sincerely Tina Henney

December 30 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Patricia by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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